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4 MEMORIAL 70 the 


CLERGY of the Church 


WY England. 


Reverend and Dear Brethren, 


CAN no longer refrain from pour- 
ing out before you the Sentiments 
of a Heart big with Grief and 
Shame on your account, and on 
7 4} the account of the Religion you 


with Sorrow when I hear the ſevere 'Treatment 
you meet with from too many, ſome of whom I 
fear are ſtirr'd up againſt you more from their 
Averſion to Religion and Vertue, than from that 


Love to their Country which they generally pre- 
tend. But I am at the ſame time cover'd with 


Confuſion, when I find I cannot with fincerity ſay 
in your juſtification, that you have given no ſort 
of occaſion or colour for ſuch Uſage. All I can 
offer in your Defence, is, That you have been 
miſled by thoſe who have had the Art to inſinuate 
themſelves (for no good Deſign, as it now ap- 


pears) into your cloſeſt Friendſhip and Confi- 


A 2 dence, 


profeſs and teach. I am pierc'd' 
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dence; who have impos'd upon your Eaſineſs, 


O 
dae with Jownright -Fallfioods 2 t they Have 


Ky. 


nduſtriouſly ſpread ameng Jou, and partly Writ 
Miſreprefentations and unfair Apgravatiohs of 
What has perhaps had ſome Fontidation in Truth. 


And I have ventur'd to ſay it in yotr Pehalf, 
(and 1 ventur'd to fay it, becatiſe I. verily be- 
lieved it true of by far the greateſt part of 
NGA That you would: have abhorr'd- the very 
Thoughts of fuch Crimes as, it ſeenis, Wave been 
committing under the Veneration that is deſer- 
velly paid to your Sacred Characters. It be- 
hoved them to cover the Flag itiquſneſs of their 
Deſigns, with ſomething that had Powbr abd Au- 
thority enough with Mankind to make Darkneſs 
paſs upon them for Light. And where could 
they have found any Support that could be of 
equal value or uſe to them, as in ſeeming to have 
on their fide the Opinions and Inclinations of 


thoſe, whom Learning, whom Gravity, hom 


Eloquence, whom Probity and 'Difintetcſtednefs 


had rendred the Darlings of the People? But, I 
hope, now, that you ſee whither they have been 
driving you, to what Precipice they had almoſt 
brought you, you will be the moſt 'forward to 


ſhow, and not only to expreſs in Words, the De- 


teſtation J dare ſay you feel riſing in your own 


when you have done this on your part, T hope 


thoſe Gentlemen, whoſe worthy Zeal for the Li- 
berty and "Happineſs, and perhaps Religion of 
their Country, (1 am willing to believe it ſo,) has 


led them to paſs too unmerciful and too general 
| Cenfures on our Body, becauſe of the infamous 
Behaviour of thoſe who are the Reproach'of their 


Order; I ſay, I hope thoſe Gentlemen will let us 
hear no more of that*cruel and unfair Method of 
con- 


— . 
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ly, theſe Men have been guilty of. 


(3) 

condemning All for the Crimes of a Few. And 
I hope the only Revenge we ſhall take of thoſe 
who ſhall for the future revile us unjuſtly (the 
only Revenge indeed that may be taken by a 
cn ſhall be, To convince them by our 

chaviour, that if we do meet with unbecoming 
Treatment it will be undeſerredly. 

I bad this Deſign of \Peaking my Thoughts 
freely to you, When I firſt heard of the unras 
velling of this unnatural Conſpiracy. But 1 
thought I ſhould addreſs myſelf with greater ad- 
vantage to yourfelves, and meet with a more pa- 


ws and favourable Reception from you, if I 


aid till the whole Scene was laid open before 


your eyes, and till you had had time to recover 


your own natural and honeſt Way of Thinking: 
which Tam ſure muſt be now full of Horror at 


ſuch Actions; to You eſpecially, who have been 
bred up in the Schools of Vertne, and in the ſa- 
cred Inſtitutions of Religion; and of Indignation, 
to find that any educated in the ſame Places, and 


preſuming to take upon them the ſame pure and 


undefiled Character with yourſelves, ſhould be ſo 


abandon'd as it appears they are. 


But I will not aggravate the Guilt of thoſe who 
are going to ſuffer the juſt Puniſhment of their 


Crimes in this Life; and, I would hope, may be 


awaken'd thereby to ſuch a Senſe of their Vilenefs, 


as may ſave them from that which otherwiſe abides 


them in the next: Tho' who can aggravate what 
really ſurpaſſes all Words and Thoughts; and, if 
it had not been proy'd beyond Doubt, would have 
gone without Belief? 5 1 

No one, I believe, could have had the Cruelty 
to have ſuſpected any Man of ſuch a Complication 
of Profligateneſs, as, it appears now moſt evident- 
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. 
But my Buſineſs is not ſo much to look after 
their Condemnation, as to conſult your Safety: To 


_ whom I am tied by the Tenderneſs of Fraternal 


Affection, being one of yourſelves; by the Concern 
I feel for your Honour, and much more for Reli- 
gion, Which is in danger of being wounded thro? 
your Sides; and for the uninſtructed People, who 
will probably be corrupted with ill Principles, if 
you do not ſtop the Progreſs of the Infection, that 
ſeems to be going on but too quick among them, 
unleſs the revealing of this foul Conſpiracy has in 
ſome meaſure retarded its Courſe. 1 85 

But the purging away thoroughly the virulent 


Poiſon that has been infus'd into the People, and 


making them learn again the Laws of the Goſpel, 
the Laws of Truth and Righteouſneſs, which 
theſe pretended Friends ſeem to have prevail'd with 
them to lay aſide ; thoſe eternal Laws that con- 
demn, and aſſign to everlaſting Burnings, Perjury 
and Faithleſſneſs, Murder and Rapine, Cruelty 
and Violence, Treachery and Ingratitude : This, 
I fay, my Reverend Brethren, muſt be accom- 
pliſh'd by you. And, if you have unwarily and 
ignorantly been drawn in to favour and. promote 
Deſigns your Hearts would have deteſted had they 
been reveal'd to you, let the doing this great and 
beneficial Work, that ſo well becomes your Of- 
fice and Dignity, be the Amends you make the 
World for That, which I am perſuaded was at 
moſt but your Error, and not your Crime. 

But that I may explain my Sentiments more ful- 
ly to you, I ſhall caſt what I have to ſay into ſome 
Order; (a Method often uſed by you with Suc- 
ceſs, when you are laying out to your People the 
amiable Principles and Rules of Religion and Ver- 


rue :) And therefore, 


IR, 1 


2 
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Tf, I ſhall lay before you the preſent State of 
this Church and Nation, that you may have a juſt 


View of the Danger we have now eſcaped, where 
our true Intereſt lies, and what muſt be our Ruin 


if it ſhould ever come to pals. 


Ildh, I ſhall obſerve to you the wicked Conduct 
of thoſe who have pretended to be your Friends, 


and have been all this while ſecretly betraying 


you; and the weak Conduct of others, who I ve- 
rily believe have been ſincere in their Will to ſerve 
you, but have been very unhappy in the way they 
have choſen to do it in, and by their Credulity 
have expos'd you to the Vileneſs and 'Treachery of 
the former: On the other hand, I ſhall remind 
you of the prudenter Condu& of thoſe who have 
been always your trueſt Friends, but who have 
for that very Reaſon often fallen under your ſeve- 


reſt. Diſpleaſure thro” the Slander and Malice of, 


thoſe your pretended Friends, but real Enemies. 


IIIa, 1 ſhall let you know the Charge that is 
laid againſt us: And, 


IV, I ſhall preſume to offer ſuch Advice, as 


not only my own Thoughts furniſh me with, but 
ſuch as I know the wiſeſt and beſt Men among us 


agree with me in. 


I. As to the preſent State of our Church and 


Nation: I ſhall not ſeem to miſtruſt your Know- 
ledge and Obſervation ſo far, as to be very minute 


on this Head. I ſhall only briefly touch on thoſe 


capital Points, which ought to be frequently re- 
Call d to our Memories; and, if well attended to, 


may ferve to direct our Judgment in all Occur- 
rences. | And 


— —— — — — 
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And here ſhall not rake into Times now al- 


| 
| | * | 8855 „ 5 — 
ht IP look d upon as a different Body from the 
1 Nation, and exempt from all Civil Oh! gations. 


. - I ſhall then ſpeak for the future upon this Syp- 
I poſition, that the true Intereſt of the Clergy and F 
it of the Church, of the Church and of the Nation, t 
it is but one and the ſame : For the Clergy are but #7 
5 the Inſtructors of the Church, and the Church is but a 
if another Word for the Nation conſider'd as Chri- 8 
jt ſtian. And therefore for one of theſe to endeavour. L 
__ the Deſtruction of the other. is like the Hand * 
if ſeekivg to deſtroy the Foot, or the Belly the Head, 8 
it or any Part of the Body conſpiring againſt tge v 
ll; D 5 „„ 
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Now what this Body, thus united in one 
Intereſt, naturally deſires, and ſtudies to pre- 


in their Civil Concerns, and the Privilege of 
following without diſturbance the Dictates of 
their Conſcience in their Religious ones: On 
the other hand, what they are moſt afraid of, 
and ſtrive moſt againſt when they apprehend it 
to be threatning them, is the Reverſe of thele ; 
Slavery and Oppreſſion in the State, and Perſe- 
cution in the Church. | 
As to the State, we are happy in a Conſti- 
tution, where every thing that's look'd upon as 
deſirable by thoſe who have thought the deepeſt 
on the Subject of Government is provided for: 
Wherein the Vigour and Expedition of Mon- 
archy, the Dignity and Gravity of Ariſtocracy, 
the Content and Freedom of Democracy, ſeem 
to conſpire the Happineſs and Security of the 
Whole: And Tyranny, either in One or in 
More, as well as Anarchy in a diſagreeing Mul- 
titude, where there are as many different Opi- 
nions and Intereſts as there are Faces, ſeem to 
be moſt effectually excluded. * 
As to the Church, the Papal Tyranny is 


— 


0 aboliſh'd by Law. We are govern'd as to 


our Religious Concerns by our own Laws and 
our own Rules, without the expenſive and 
painful Dependance on the Court of Rome. 
Thoſe Corruptions of our pure and holy Reli- 
gion, which were authorized aud impoſed upon 
us by that tyrannical Court, are remov'd : And 


we are left to our Liberty of ſearching the 
_ Soriptures, and following our own Conſcience, 


without fear or moleſtation. And, if we find 


any thing wrong among us, either in our 
| "oo Doctrine 


ſerve, are two things; Liberty and Property 


| 
. 
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(10) 


Doctrine or in our Practice, we have full Powers 
at home to ſet it to rights again. And, if any 
among us think they have met with ſomething 
amiſs in our Eſtabliſhment, of which yet they 
do not convince the Majority of us, we leave 
them full Liberty to diſſent from us, without 
deſiring to do them any injury on that account : 


On the contrary, we are willing to receive any 


new Light they can ſtrike out to us. Thus have 
ve in our Church, Order and Rule without 
Tyranny, and Liberty without Licentiouſneſs. 
And as for us of the Clergy in particular, I 
believe no Clergy in the Chriſtian World are ſo 


happily provided for. We have no lazy Monks 


to intrude upon our Province, and to devour 
the Fat of the Land. = 

We have Wealth enough not to be depreſs'd 
and contemn'd, and yet not ſo much as to 
make us envied, and look*d upon as Plunderers 
of the People ; which was the Caſe here in the 
Times of Popery, and ſtill is in the Popiſh 
Countries abroad. | | 


We have this Wealth ſo divided, as to an- 


ſwer the different Merits of Men, to ſtir them 
up to emulate one another in real Worth and 
Serviceableneſs to their Country, and to en- 
courage Learning, and promote Knowledge 
tai i all d. | - 

Our Prelates are rais'd to the higheſt Rank 
in the State: And from thence derive a kind of 
Dignity to the Inferior Clergy ; of which, if they 
pleaſe, they may make a very noble uſe towards 
the promoting true Piety and Vertue in the 
Nation, and ſo really deſerve that Honour 


which the People are ready enough to pay 


them. | 
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no other than the Popiſh Party: Who were all 


„ 

This is the happy Condition that both our 
Church and State is in at preſent. And this 
is what we mean by the Conſtitution when we 
ſpeak of it; which is by much the beſt of any 
now in Europe, or perhaps in the World. 

But yet this Conſtitution is not without its 
inteſtine Enemies, and has had them ever ſince 
it was ſettled on a firm Baſis at the Reformation. 

There has been a Party among us continually 
undermining it, and ſeeming to bear it an ir- 


reconcilable Hatred; and have drawn in num- 


bers of weak and ignorant Perſons to eſpouſe 


their Cauſe, who 1 doubt never well knew 
what it was, but took it on their word. 


This Party in Queen Elizabeth's Reign was 


her time framing ſucceſſive Plots to dethrone 


her, and to ſet up in her room ſome one or 
other who was to have ruled by Spaniſh Coun- 
ſels, and to have reſtored the exploded Super- 


ſtition. But, in that glorious and long Reign, 
ve were preſerved from all Attempts againſt 
our Happineſs, by the Crown's being really in 
the Intereſt of the Nation: And Queen Eu- 
zabeth reign'd as abſolutely by che tree Con- 
ſent of her People, as if we had been under 


the moſt unlimited Monarchy, but with much 
greater Glory to herſelf, and Advantage to her 
People. 

In King James's Reign that follow'd, the 


Beginnings ſeem'd ro go on like the pre- 


ceeding one. But in the end of it the Popiſh 
Party recovered Strength by the Acceſſion of 
{ome Proteſtants, who, tho not Papiſts, yet ſeem'd 
eager to recall ſome of the Fopperies and Follies 
ot Popery: And, that they might betray as great 
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(12) 
an Averſion to our Conſtitution in the State, as 
to that in the Chureh, were the main Inſtruments 
of ſtretching the King's Prerogative beyond all 
bounds of Law or Right. 
This unhappy Spirit, working through all 
his Son King Charles the Firſt's Reign, was the 


principal Occaſion of the Troubles. This 


Cauſe was increaſed by a Popiſh Quoon's In- 
fluence on her Husband's Counſels, and by the 
Illegal Actions which that Party encouraged the 
miſguided King to venture upon, and which 


Lord Clarendon himſelf, and the beſt Men of 


that 'Time, were offended at, and oppoſed vi- 
gorouſly, till they found chings running too faſt 
for them. 


It happened then, (as it uſually does in the 


like Caſes) that the honeſter and ſoberer Part 


were not able to reconcile the Diſſenſions, and 


lay the Animoſities, which the hot and ill- 
deſigning on both fides puſh'd on. And ac- 
cordingly we were thrown for near twenty 
Years into a State, ſometimes of uſurp'd Ty- 
ranny, ſometimes of Anarchy, and always of 
Violence and Neglect of Law, till we unani- 
moully call'd back the Royal Family. 

Here properly we may take the neareſt Date 
of our preſent Diviſions and Parties. 


The Violence of thoſe who were Friends to 


Liberty, and had c'en almoſt thrown it quite 
away for fear of looſing it, i. e. had almoſt eſta- 
bliſhed Arbitrary Power in Cromwel/ and his 
Family, to detend themſelves againſt the En- 
croachments of the Ring; I ſay, the Violence 
of thoſe People had given the Enemies of our 
Conſtitution but too iair a handle to make the 
name of Liberty and Right; odious to the Na- 


tion. The 
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(13) 0 
The two Brothers (King Charles the Second 
and King James the Second) ſoon cured the 
Thoſe 
Princes came home tainted both in their Reli- 
gion and Politicks: And having ſeen nothing 
abroad but Arbitrary Sway, and the Pageantry 


of Popery, deſpiſed the Simplicity of our Reli- 


gion, and the Sobriety of our Laws, and had 
learnt to eſteem Laws and Parliaments inſupport- 
able Reſtraints for Princes. The Nation indeed 
was madly enough diſpoſed in the firſt heat to 


have thrown up all their Rights and Privileges 
to them. But the great Earls of Clarendon and 


Southampton wiſely and worthily ſtemm'd the 

Madneſs at firſt : And the Nation grew ſoon wile 

enough themſelves, not to think of it any more. 
The Court and their Party ſcarce made a 


Secret. of their Intentions, tho-the King could 


never be prevailed on to put any thing to the 
venture. But the Illegal Meaſures, that were 
always followed when it was thought ſafe to 
venture on them, ſoon raiſed ſuch a Jealouſy in 
the Nation, as never was laid again during 
King Charles's Life. And his dying a Papiſt 
gave the Key to all his other Actions and De- 


ſigns. The Attempt of ordering the Writs for 


Elections to Parliament to be returned into 
Chancery, and there to have it determined who 
was duly elected: The King's Alliance with 
France to deſtroy the Proteſtant Intereſt, and 
the Ballance of Europe, and to divide Holland, 
as Robbers uſed to divide their Prey, between 
the Freach King and Himſelf, and to free him 


by the aſſiſtance of a French Army from the 


troubleſome Parliaments of England : Toge- 
ther with the Declaration for tolerating Papiſts 
ſub- 


( 74 ) 

ſubſequent to this fatal Alliance, which Decla- 
ration was afterwards voted in Parliament to 
be againſt Law: The violent and unjuſt Sei- 
zures, and pretended Forteitures, of the 
Charters of London, and of ſeveral of the 
other Corporations in England : And the bar- 
barous and illegal 'Trials of State-Criminals, are 
things you know ſo well, and are now ſo pub- 
lick, that I ſhall not detain you with a parti- 
cular Detail of them. They evidently ſhew'd 
that this King, and the Party which ſtood by 
him, were reſolved upon depriving us of our 
Liberties and our Religion, as faſt as they could 
with ſafety to themſelves. But this Prince 
knew the Sweets of a Crown too well, to riſque 
It on any account whatſoever, and ſo fail'd in 
all his Projects and Deſigns to enſlave us. 

But his unhappy Brother was not of the 
fame mind with him: He reſolved to carry his point 
or locſe his three Kingdoms, as he uſed frequently 
to expreſs himſelf. And indeed he managed 
matters ſo, as to looſe both. His turning out 
the Fellows of Magdalen- College in Oxford againſt 
Law, becauſe they would not, contrary to their 
Oaths, chuſe a Papiſt for their Preſident : His 
diſpenſing with the Laws, and declaring himſelf 
above Law, and that his Will was the Law: 
The ſending the Archbiſhop and ſix Biſhops 
to the Tower for only offering an humble Peti- 
tion to him againſt requiring the Clergy to read 
in the Churches his illegal Declaration for diſ- 
penſing with the Laws: The erecting the High 
Commiſſion Court : His granting Commiſſions 
and Places of Truſt and Profit to Papiſts, con- 
trary to an expreſs Act of Parliament made but 


a few Years before; All theſe things concurred 
— 20 


Woo 
to convince the Nation how infallibly they were 
undone for ever, unleſs they found themſelves a 
ſpeedy Remedy. 

This general Opinion prevailing in the No- 
bility, in the Gentry, in the Clergy, in the 
Army, in the Fleet, in ſhort among the Peo- 
ple of all Ranks and Sorts, brought about the 
Glorious Revolution in that unanimous manner 
in which it happened, almoſt without a Strug- 

le. 

N Popery and Slavery, (fit to be joined in- 
deed ! ) which had been jointly attempting by 
all ways and means to faſten themſelves upon 
us for near thirty Years, were now both caſt 
out together. Our Diſeaſe was come to a Cri- 
fis, and happily admitted of a Cure. 

And very ſenſible of our Recovery we were 
for ſome time. We eſtabliſhed our Liberties 
for ever by driving out the Tyrant, and by a 
Bill of Rights, which was to be for the future 
a perpetual Contract between. the King and the 
People; and ſecured our Religion, by exclu- 
ding ali Papiſts from the Crown, and ſettling 
it on the nexc Proteſtant Heir. 

Bur the Party that adhered to our abdicated 
King, the ſame which had cauſed and counſelled 
all our Grievances in the two foregoing Reigns, 
tho they were at firſt for a while ſtunn'd, yet 
ſoon recovered themſelves again, through the 
mild and gentle Meaſures that the new Govern- 
ment obſerv'd ; and no ſooner were recovered, 
but returned to their old Animoſity againſt their 
Country, and obſtinately perſiſted in endea- 
vouring to bring back again the Tyrant we had 
but juſt got rid of, and by reſtoring him, to re- 
ſtore the Tyranny. 

| The 
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The kind and merciful Uſage they met with 
from thoſe whom they were purſuing with the 
moſt exaſperated Hatred, ſerved only to ani- 
mate them the more to work the Ruin of their 


Benefactors. And what was really Mercy in 


the Government, they maliciouſly and ungrate- 
fully conſtrued to be Fear. 195 | 

The firſt ſeven Years of King William's Reign 
were diſturbed with ſucceſſive Plots and Con- 
ſpiracies, till the famous Aſſaſſination Plot. 
Then indeed the Firmneſs of the Parliament, 
Who ſhow'd the World that Men ſhould not 
eſcape their deſerved Puniſhment by contri- 
ving to elude the Law, nor avoid the Force 
of it by avoiding the Letter, in their attaint- 


ing Sir John Fenwick by Bill, when by ſpirit- 


ing away one of the Witneſſes he had got 
without the reach of the common Forms of 
the lower Courts of Juſtice : This Firmneſs, I 
ſay, in the Parliament put an end to Plotting 
in this Reign, and the following one of Queen 
Anne; for ſome little Eſſays that way in Queen 
Aune's time ſcarce deſerve to be rank d among, 
Plots. 

But this Party nevertheleſs, whether they en- 
tred into formal Conſpiracies or not, ſhew'd 
evidently that they ſtill retained the fame Ani- 
moſity againſt their Country. They watch'd 
all thoſe Diſcontents and Disjointings which are 
unavoidable in all Free Governments, and made 
their own Game out of them. They mix d in 
all the moſt popular and free Counſels, and be- 
came the higheſt Patriots in the Nation. From 
being extravagantly laviſh of the Rights of the 
People, they grew on the ſudden moſt ſcrupu- 
louſly jealous of even the neceſſary * 
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which every Government muſt take to preſerve 
itſelf, when it is attack'd by Plots and Conſpi- 
racies. They had put no Bounds to their Pro- 
fuſeneſs in giving Money in former Reigns, 
when the Money was generally waſted in the, 
Luxury and Vice of the Court: But now they 
were very careful of the publick Treaſure, ter- 


ribly afraid of ſquandering it, when it was to 
be laid out in purchaſing Liberty and Glory to 
their Country. They had been fond of War 


with the true Friends of the Nation, the Dutch, 


but were now violently againſt a War to defend 
us from the exorbitant Power of a moſt formida- 
ble Neighbour, and to preſerve the Balance of 

Europe. And at length, after many Years of War 


and Victory, they ſo far prevail'd, that they 
perſuaded ys to caſt away the Laurels we had 
already worn, and to drop the Fruits of a long 
Series of Succeſſes, which had coſt us many 
Millions. And, not ſatisfy'd with this Advan- 
tage over us, they ſeem'd to be urging us on to 


further Ruin; And were proceeding to reſtore 

the ſuppoſititious Son of our abdicated King, 

and bring back upon us that Slavery which we 

had almoſt undone ourſelves with Debt to keep 
out; ſhewing thereby that we retain'd the true 
old Evgliſh Spirit, of eſteeming Liberty invalua- 
ble, and ſparing neither our Blood nor our Trea- 
ſure to preſerve it. 


. * 


But it pleas'd God to defeat all the Projects of 


our Enemies, at a time when little Hope ap- 
pear d. Our preſent King came peaceably ta 
the Crown, and was receiv'd with the Appear- 
ance at leaſt of univerſal Joy and Approbation. 
But the Party, that had been always laying in 
Wait for our — ny not brook the 
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Diſappointment. And becauſe, Aw unpa- 
eople, they 


+ % 


yet more. 


They ſoon broke ont into an open Rebellion : 
In which, if Accidents had not prevented it, it 
is well known, they were to have been aſſiſted 
by a foreign Grand Monnrch, who might indeed 
have reſtor'd the Pretender, but was not us'd to 
wake Conqueſts for others to enjoy the Fruits 
of them. And, if that Rebellion had ſuceeed- 
ed, probably we ſhould have remain'd a Province 


to an Arbitrary Monarchy, which is yet worſe 


(if poſſible) chan being Slaves to a Tyrant of 
WWW 
The next Attempt againſt us, was, the invi- 
ting over a Northern Prince, who ſeem'd to hunt 
for Adventures all around him, but did not uſe, 
no more than the Grand Monarch, to aſſiſt others, 
without taking a good account of his Victories 
for himſelf : A Prince who was abſolute, and 
not very merciful, at home ; and ſeem'd to be 
animated with a peculiar degree of Reſentment 
againſt us, becauſe we had * to curb his 
Ambition a little, and to keep him within ſome 
Bounds. | 
But his unexpected Death ſeem'd to break 

this Deſign, without its having gone very 
deep, er made any great Advance; tho' we 
now plainly ſee what Hopes the Faction had 
concetv*d from him. | "6 ER 

But this pr-ſent Conſpiracy, which is now diſ- 
cover'd, crowns all, by thewing us plainly with 
what Impatience theſe Men have longed for our 


Ruin; that, even tho” they ſee to deſpair of 


foreign 


foreign Aſſiſtance, yet they chyſe to put all to 


Hazard, to venture their Liyes and Fortunes, rather 
than be forc'd to delay it a Moment longer. And 


< | : ; * 
tho in one Point this laſt Conſpiracy may ſeem 


leſs dangerous than the former ones, not carrying 
with it the Terror of a foreign Conqueſt, (not 
from any relenting in the Hearts of theſe deſpe- 
rate Men, but becauſe they could nor obtain fo- 
reign Succours by all theix moſt aſſiduous Ap- 
plications, ao one Prince or State in Europe ber 
ing ſo unjuſt or ſo raſh as to aſſiſt them,) yet 
there are other Circumſtanges in it that carry 
>, greater Horror with them than any thing that 
has deen ever yet known in this Nation ä 
Obſerve the Cruelty they were to have pro- 
ceeded with. Arms hid in the Ground for forty 
thouſand Men. Theſe to be dug up, and diſ- 
pers d among an undiſciplin'd Mob, in ſeveral 
— of the Nation, but principally in London. 
It is indeed hard to conceive how ſuch a rude 
Multitude ſhould have heen kept in any order, 
or manag d ſo as to effect the main Deſign pro- 


paos d. But it is eaſy to ſee to what Confuſion 
and Slaughter, what Burning and Pillaging, 


theſe. execrable Men expos' d thereby their 
Country, and eſpecially this great and wealthy 
City. There have been many Tumults among 
us on Publick Commotions. But never, I he- 
lieve, in the Memory of Man, were any ſo cruel 
as to put military Arms in the hands of a Mob. 
They us d to be left to ſuch Weapons as their 
preſent Wrath ſupplied them with, Which were 
generally ſuch as could do no great Hurt. But 
here all was left open to Rapine, and Murder, 
and Deſtruction. The very Nature of Engliſw- 
men (Which is bold and brave, but not trea- 
BF; C2: cherous 
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cherous and inſidious, not cruel and hard- heart- 
ed) ſeems to have been extinguiſh'd in theſe 
Traytors. | 
Forty Gentlemen (as they call them) were ap- 
pointed to execute all Orders; well paid out of 
the Fund; the military Cheſt kept by a Prelate. 
T remember it was the ſame Number that 
was agreed upon for the aſſaſſinating King Wil- 
liam. ' And no doubt theſe were to have been 
employ'd in the ſame ſort of Gentleman-like 
Service. So we that ſee plainly every Crime. that 
could be devis'd, every Evil that could be ima- 
gin'd, was to have taken its Part in this Con- 
ſpiracy. The Religion of the Clergy that were 
concern'd in it, the Honour of the Nobility 
and Gentry, the plain Honeſty and Good-Na- 
ture of the Engliſh Commonalty was, by mu- 
tual Conſent of all Parties, to have been equally 
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1 reſign'd. But I need ſay no more of it: For if 

4 the thing itſelf does not move you with Horror 

5 and Indignation, I am ſure Words will not do 

5 it. The Criminals are paying the Nation ſome _ 
10 ſmall Satisfaction for their Crimes: Small, I fay, + 
ol for ſuch is the Clemency of this abus'd People, 
140 that they will not puniſh them to the extent of 
| i their Guilt, but are ſatisfy'd with diſabling them 

6 from doing them any further Harm. We chuſe 
| 3 rather to leave to others who may be tempted to 
| f follow their Example, the Encouragement of ſee- 
1 ing that the utmoſt they have to fear from entring 


mo derately cautious in it) is Baniſhment, or 
Ez perpetual Impriſonment. But tho* this may 
I | | ſeem to others abroad Fool-hardineſs inſtead of 
| 


f | into a Conſpiracy to ruin us (if they are but 


Courage, I own I cannot but rejoice in it, as a 
manifeſt Proof both of the Intrepidity and Hu- 
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manity of our Nation. Tho' I would not have 
our Enemies always truſt to this Temper in us. 
I would have them remember, that nothing grows 
ſo terrible as the beſt Nature provok'd to the ut- 
moſt, where it finds all its Tenderneſs turn'd into 
an Encouragemement to injure it the more. 

© 'There is another thing I muſt own I rejoice in 
likewiſe : It is, that whateverPuniſhment is infli- 
cted on theſeCriminals, however ſmall it may be, 
and unproportion'd to their Crimes, it is by Bill. 


I fay, I think this is a peculiar Happineſs to us, 


becauſe it will ſhew every body, that tho' we 
are merciful, yet we Will not be ſported with, 
nor ſuffer Laws to be ſo groſly perverted as to 


} protect the Guilty, and expoſe the Inno- 


cent : TheGuilty, who, I think, inſtead of allevi- 
ating, aggravate their Criminouſneſs, by adding 
to the Crime itſelf the Proof of its being moſt 


deliberate, ſince they have taken ſo much time 


to find out a way of committing it without in- 
curring the Penalties of the Law ; and likewiſe 
by injuring thoſe Laws, which they break, till 
further, in pointing out to others a way of elu- 
ding the Law, and rendring it inſufficient. 


II be Evidence of their being guilty of the 


$367 


Crimes they are charg'd with is ſo unqueſtiona- 
ble, that I believe no one of any Side can in his 
Heart doubt of the Truth of what is charg'd 
upon them. All that they ſay for them, is, that 
there is not legal Evidence. They would have 
People have fair Warning before- hand what 
Crimes they may commit with Impunity. But 
for my part, it is firmly my own Opinion, (and I 
believe no one of common Senſe can really diſa- 
gree with me in it, whatever Men may allow 


| themſelves to ſay for the Intereſt of a Party,) 


That 


4 
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That it is always reaſonable that the Magiſtrate, 


eſpecially the ſupreme Magiſtrate, the Legiſla- 


tive Power, ſhould be allow'd to know and 
underſtand that which no one private Man in 
his right Senſes can make any queſtion about. 
And it ought, I think, to be a Maxim in Go- 
vernment, That however inferior Courts of Ju- 
ſtice are to be limited, and reſtrain'd to a cer- 
tain kind of Evidence, ſuch as is the moſt uſual, 
.and the moſt frequently to be met with, for fear 
too unbounded a Truſt might tempt them to go 
altray ; yet the Legiſlative Power ſhould never be 


afraid to take the Freedom of judging according 


to the Rules of Reaſon without regard to Form, 
nor to proceed upon ſuch Evidence as ſatisſies 
their own:Conſciences, and leaves them as little 
room to doubt as the molt formal and legal 
Proof could do. Nay, I may add, it may happen 


to be more ſatisfactory, andthat this Evidence may 
be the ſtrongeſt of any: Becauſe Witneſſes, which 


is the common legal Evidence the Law preſcribes 


in theſe Caſes, may be ſuborn*d, or may perjure 
themſelves out of Malice or Revenge: Bur for a 


Concurrence of many different Circumſtances to 


2be falſly fram'd,ſo as to agree exactly to the ſame 


Times, Places, and Things, is morally impoſſible. 
And ſuch a ſtrong Concurrence, you may ſee by 
looking into the Reports of the Lords and 


Commons, is the mainEvidence of thisPlot. Nay, 
the remarkable Letter, which was taken from 


the Biſhop of Recheſter's Servant in the Tower, 


and was plainly writ in the Biſhop's own-Hand, 
and ſeal'd with his own private Seal, which he 


always carried about him, the fame with which 


he ſeal'd his Letter to the Pretender, (you may 


read it in the Appendix to the Commons Report 
D. 52,) 
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D. 5 2.) does not ſo much as once pretend his In- 
nocence, or deny the Facts charg'd againſt him, 


Which one would naturally think a guiltleſs 


Man could fcarce have forgot, knowing that no 
Defence can be ſo ſtrong as real Innocence : 
Nay, he does not once deſire the Friend he 
writes to, to deny the Truth of what he was 
charg'd with, but only to take Advantage from 


the Pefectiveneſs of the Evidence: He does not 


once reflect upon the Falſehood of the Charge, 
but only on the Difficulty of making it good 
in Law: And takes no care to wipe away the 
Imputation of ſo black a Crime as he was ac- 


Jp Wo. 


cus d of, but only to evade the Puniſhment, 


and to make uſe of the Precautions he appear'd 
to have taken only againſt a legal Conviction, 
and which he had, no doubt, before prepar'd a- 
gainſt ſuch an Emergent. Who will believe that 
a Biſhop, and not one of the meekeſt of Men, 
would have thus ſat tamely by, not expreſſing 
even his Indignation, and have left Himſelf and 


his Character cover d with ſo much Ignominy, 
from which he could eafily have clear'd himſelf, 


had he not been guilty? This plain Confeſſion in 
Him, who appears to have been the firſt Mover 
and great Spring of all this Conſpiracy, puts it 
beyond the Poſſibility of ſuſpecting the Evidence. 
"Nay, if you will look into the ſingle Aſſertion 
' Which the Biſhop makes in this Letter, you'll find 


it proves it yet more ſtrongly upon him: It is on- 


ly, that he never knew Neno, Sample, or Layer, 
nor heard their Names till the Plot broke out ; (his 


- very Words:) But he does not once pretend to 
deny that he knew Kelly, and Carte, and Plunlet, 
2? who were thoſe he is charg'd as principally con- 
cern'd with, the two former of whom he is 
ſaid to have employ'd himſelf. And yet he can- 


nor 


(24 ) 
not be ſuppos'd to have been ignorant at the 
time when he writ this Letter, which was Fe- 
bruary the 26th, that theſe laſt Men were nam'd 
as well as the former in the Report of the 
Secret Committee; which he ſhows in the fame 7 
Letter he was well appriz'd of, and which hat 
been then printed and publiſh'd ſome time. This 
ready Profeſſion of Ignorance and Innocence as 
to the former Perſons, and Silence as to the o® 
thers, plainly, I think, betrays where the true F 
Guilt did lie. | | 2 

Upon the whole, I believe no one is ſo loſt Y 
to all Shame, as to pretend to defend the Crimes 
theſe Men are accus'd of : 'They only would be 
very ſure of the Fact, before they conſent 
to any new kind of Puniſhment. And they are 
to be commended for their Scrupuloſity. But 
the Evidence is ſo clear, the Circumſtances ſo 
numerous, and fo concurring in the ſame Times, 2 
Places, and Things, that a Man, who will take A 
the pains to look into them, muſt have a great 
Strength of Mind the wrong way, that is, to 
keep out Conviction, if he can disbelieve it; or 
muſt have a very harden'd Heart, if he can be- 3 
lieve it, and yet defend ſuch Men againſt his 2 
Country by a feign'd Incredulity. - 3 

And now, my Reverend Brethren, I have 
laid. before you, as briefly as I could, the true 
State of the Nation, and of the Party that 
ſeems to have taken up an inexorable and ir- 
reclaimable Enmity to it ; whom Gentleneſs en- 
courages inſtead of gaining, and a due Seve- 
rity exaſperates inſtead of correcting. 

I am fſatisfy'd I need add no Arguments to 
convince you, that the Preſervation of the Li- 
berty, the Laws, the Religion, the Glory, = 

| | the 
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the Wealth of this Nation wholly depends on 
maintaining the Revolution, and the Proteſtant 
Succeſſion, conſequent. to it, which now takes 
place; and that every Plot to bring the Preten- 
der to reign over us, is really an Attempt to 
rob us of all theſe Bleſſings, which we at pre- 
ſent enjoy, and to render this Great and Happy 
Country a Scene of Slavery, Perſecution, Miſe- 
ry, Poverty, Violence, and Cruelty. 


II. BUT it is fit you ſhould likewiſe ſee wh 
are your Friends, and who your Enemies; who 


have been thoſe who have always betray'd you 


baſely under the colour of the warmeſt Affection, 
and have play d you off only to advance them- 
ſelves, without taking any Concern in what was 
to befall you when their own ambitious Views 
had once ſucceedet. 

And therefore, having hitherto ſpoken. to 

you of the State of Things among us, I.ſhall 
now turn to the Conduct of Perſons: ; And 
this I ſhall do, not to overload or inſult the 
Guilty, or to add to their Puniſhment, but to 
warn you of being enſnar'd for the future, as 
you will find upon Conſideration you have been 
heretofore. 

But I muſt here make a Diſtinction, of thoſe 
who appear always to have intended to ſacrifice 
You and your true Intereſts to their own lawleſs 
and boundleſs Deſires ; and of thoſe who have 
indeed often miſled you, but who ( I verily be- 
lieve ) mifled you only our of the Weak and de- 
luded Sincerity of their Hearts, having been firſt 
milled and impoſed upon themſelves. 

The former ought to be deteſted by you, as 
the Inſtigators of the greateſt Iniquities, cloak'd 
under 


** 


— 1 — — - _— - TI > — . nn , 2 — — 
1 — == RES GE. > 3 ++ — 1 — — Der - 2 — r — — 2 r a * * = _— > * 
: 4 wx” hf * — 2 TR — ; * * 2 A . — - - = S FR — " 3 — — 
* - — — — * 2 — 8 # : 2 A — "= 2 - — — ka, — 
- — —U— — — — - - 4 2 4 2 5 k — - 
. Shes A i lbs — - — 2 — . — EI WT 


4 
= 


F 2s bl ts 
— * 
om — 


— 


—— 
— 


— —— 
- pays 


= (as) 
under the Sanctity of your Character. The o- 
thers deſerve your Pardon and Pity, but not to 
be follow'd by you again, and truſted to as 
Guides. They may be honeſt, but they certain- 
ly have not been wiſe. | 


In ſpeaking of both theſe ſorts of Men, I ſhall, 


as much as poſſible, avoid pointing at particular 
Perſons; tho? you cannot but ſee by the Actions 
I bring before you, whom I muſt principally 
intend. But indeed of the firſt ſort there is One 
who muſt appear in the ſtrongeſt Light, whoſe 
Crimes are too flagrant to be conceal'd, and 


who ought not to be allow'd to diſperſe the 


Guilt, that lies in a great meaſure on his ſingle 
Head, among a Crowd who have but a ſmall 
Share in it in compariſon of him. And 


therefore I ſhall conſider this Party as acting 


chiefly under this 'Man'sInfluence,and by his In- 
ſtigation, as I believe every one will acknow-- 


ledge they have done for now more than twenty 


Years. a 1 
It muſt be firſt remembred, becauſe it un- 


ravels their true Character, that this Man and 


his aſſociate Party were moſt zealous againſt Po- 
pery in King James the IId's Time, writ ſome 
of the Pieces that were not the moſt contempti- 
ble againſt that Religion, and one would have 
thought had been almoſt ready to have been 
Martyrs for Proteſtantiſm. But, after the happy 
Turn vas effected; when they found not (not ſoon 
enough, I mean, for their impatient Greedineſs) 
thoſe Mountains which their ambitious Spirits 
had promis'd them as a Reward for their Zeal, 
they turned round again, tried to recall the ab- 
dicated Tyrant, and did all that in them lay to 


over- | 


8 


( 
overturn the new Government, which they them- 
ſelves had juſt contributed to ſet up. They in- 
vented Accuſations without Ground, and ag- 
gravated every the leaſt Errour or Miſcarriage, 
into a Crime. | 

But, what was moſt -unworthy in them, they 
abus'd the Clergy, who ſeem'd to put great 
Confidence in them on the account of their firm 
Oppoſition to Popery in the foregoing Reign. 
They perſuaded them, that there were now ill 
Deſigns ſet on foot with regard to the Church: 
And they laid hold on ſome wild and diſregarded 
Diſcourſes of looſe Men, (ſuch as always were, 
and I doubt always will be, till a general Refor- 
mation prevails) to blacken theAdminiſtration,as 
if they had intended the Overthrow of all Re- 
ligion among us, becauſe they could not pre- 
vent this Licentiouſneſs. They vilify'd and aſ- 
pers'd, with the moſt groundleſs Calumnies, 
perhaps ſome of the greateſt and beſt Men we 
ever had in the Church. And when any of 
their Slanders were detected, they ſhew'd no 
Shame nor Remorſe, nor would make any Re- 
paration, or condeſcend to recall the Scandal 
they had ſent abroad; but left thoſe, whom they 
had ſo cruelly injur'd, to the flow and ill-re- 
ceiv'd Defence of an Apology. They ſtudied 
to infect (and I fear with too much Succeſs) the 
Univerſities, our Seats of Education, with Diſ- 
loyalty and Diſaffe&ion ; and, which ſeem'd 
ſomething unaccountable, under the Appearance of 
the molt ſubmiſſive and laviſh Principles. The 
turn they gave it, was, That they were for reſiſt- 


ing the preſent Government, which they call'd U- 


ſurpation; and reckon'd Reſiſtance to it was the 
greater Fidelity and Loyalty to the former abdi- 
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(628) 
cated Tyrant, whom they now pretended to look 
upon as ſtill cloath'd with the legal Authority, 
tho' they themſelves had reſiſted him, or (ac- 
gording to their now chang'd Language) rebell'd 
againſt him. And all this while, to ſhew how 
conſcientiouſly they ated, they took down eve- 
ry Oath to the preſent Government, that was 
offer d them, with as little Scruple, as they diſco- 


ver' d afterwards in breaking them again. 


They ſucceeded the better in theſe Projects, 
becauſe the Government having a great War to 
oarry on, continual Plots to watch againſt, a 
conſtant Oppoſition to all publick Meaſures to 
ſtruggle with, did not attend to the infinuating 
Venom which theſe Men were difperſing amongſt 
all Orders and Degrees in the Nation, till it 
was gone almoſt beyond remedy. | 

The ill Humour which theſe ſort of Men 
appear'd to have infus'd into the Clergy, firſt 
diſcover'd itſelf in the refuſing to treat or hear 
of a Comprehenſion. | 7; | 
In the End of the foregoing Reign, the Leaders 
of the Clergy had engag'd to the Diſſenters, to 
endeavour to amend ſome of the Things com- 
plain'd of by them, and to procure a Compre- 
henſion. The Biſhops had mention'd this in 
their Petition to King James, for which they 


were tried. And the Prince of Orange had made 


it an Article in his Declaration. And the eight 
Biſhops, who refus'd the Oaths in K. William's 
Reign, before they left the Houſe of Lords, 
mov'd for two Bills: One for Toleration, and 
another for Comprehenſion. But thoſe, who 
were afrerwards branded as the Enemies of the 
Clergy, were then the Men who prevented the 


Bill for Comprehenſion from paſſing in Parlia- 


ment, 


(29) 
ment, till the Advice of the Clergy ſhould be 
firſt as k'd in Convocation. But when the Con- 
vocation met in 1689, they would not ſtir_ a 
ſtep, but ſeem'd full of unreaſonable Jealouſies 
and Fears. And indeed it brought no (ſmall 
Cenſure on our whole Body, that they ſo ſoon 
forgot the good Temper they had ſeem'd to be 
in, and the Promiſes they had ſo frankly made 
to-the Diſſenters, when they bad wanred their 
Aſſiſtance in the former Reign. 7 
The Convocation did not fit to do Buſineſs 
3} for more than ten Years after this: But this 
5 Party of the diſcontented ambitious Men did not 
for that lie idle. They ſtill work'd on to the ſame 
end, and were for theſe ten Years of interval eve- 
ry where raiſing grievous Qutcries, as if ſome 
Miſchief was intended to the Church, becauſe the 
Convocation was not allow'd to act; thoꝰ it had 
appear'd, when they did meet, that they would 
enter into no Buſineſs that was propos'd to 
them in the regular way from the Crown, and 
this by the Contrivance and Management of 
ſome of the very Men who were now the loud- 
eſt Complainers. 
But when in 170 the Convocation was al- 
low'd to fit, after it had been long clamour'd 
for, inſtead of entering into Buſineſs, they 
ſeem'd to think of nothing but uſurping Rights 
they had no kind of pretence to, ſtirr'd up by 
a moſt ſhameleſs Book written by the great In- 
cendiary of the Party for that Purpoſe. The 
Book was ſhewn by many, (but principally by 
our preſent learned Metropolitan) to be full, 
not of Errors which may be pardon'd to any 
Man, but of Aſſertions which were not only 
talſe, but had not enough ground to lead any 
Man 
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(30) 
Man into a Miſtake about them. Yet the Au- 
thor had ſo little Shame as to perſiſt in the 
Falſhoods he had advanc'd, tho' every body 
elſe gave them up, and own'd he was in the 
wrong. And the whole Buſineſs of the low- 
er Houſe of Convocation for many Years 
was to fight with the Biſhops for Independance, 
which the Book had aſſerted to belong to them. 
Thoſe, who had always pretended to the higheſt 


Opinion of the Epiſcopal Government of the 


Church, now flew in the Face of their own 
Doctrine, only to annoy thoſe whom they per- 
ſonally-hated ; and whom they ſeem'd to hate 
for no better reaſon that ever I could hear of, 
but that they had receiv'd from many of them 
perſonal Obligations, which they were unwil- 
ling to repay, and thought to obliterate by In- 
gratitude. ' = 

The Uſe theſe worthy Gentlemen made of 
this empty Controverſy, was to raiſe a Flame 
in the Clergy againſt the Revolution Biſhops, 
and to poſſeſs the Nation againſt them, and the 


Government that took their part : But their 


Characters were too bright to be eaſily ſullied. 
Theſe People had ar length an opportunity 
themſelves of diſcovering that all this Clamour 
was not rais'd out of any deſire to do good, but 
only to enflame Men's Spirits againſt the Revo- 
Jution : For when afterwards again, in the end 


of Queen Anne's Reign, the Convocation met, 


and had a Licence to enter upon Buſineſs, theſe 
Men, who had rais'd the higheſt Qutcries, had 
nothing of any conſequence to propoſe. And 


the Convocation met, and ſeparated again, with- 


out any of the Effects that were expected from 
them, and that the World had been ſo long pre- 


par d for. Ano 
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(317) | 
Another Artifice ſet on foot by theſe Men to 
ſeduce you, chiefly during the late Queen's time, 
was, To condemn all Reſiſtance to the Govern- 
ment in any caſe whatſoever, without any Ex- 
ception. This was pretended to be only a 
Compliment to the then preſent Reign, but 


was, in effect, condemning the Revolution, 


and the Oaths which theſe very Men, who 
maintain'd this Doctrine, were daily taking 
in conſequence of it. Yet on this head whar 
a Flame was every where rais'd? And how 
cruelly were thoſe Worthy Men traduced, 
who ſtood up in Defence of the Revolution 


Principles ; and juſtified, both by Reafon and 


Scripture, that glorious Action, in which both 


| Clergy and People had had their Share, and 


which for ſome time they all equally rejoyc'd in, 


even theſe very Men who now abus'd and re- 
vil'd it. But now it was to be condemn'd as 


Rebellion. However, Common Senſe prevail'd 
over noiſy Clamour. The People could not be 


prevailed on to undo what they had once ſo wiſe- 


ly done. And on the Queen's Death the Pro- 
teſtant Succeſſion in the Houſe of Hanover quiet- 
ly took place ; and gave the finiſhing Stroke to 
the Revolution, which had been till then but 
an imperfect Work. 

But here your falſe Friends took another turn. 
Some few of them, who had taken the Oaths to 
the late Queen, and abjured the Pretender, re- 
fas'd to take them to our preſent King; tho? 
if this Government be not the righttul one, nei- 
ther was the late Queen's, who reign'd, as much 
as this King can be ſaid to do, in Bar of the 
Pretender's Right, if he had any. Others ſcru- 


pled not the Oaths : But took them, almoſt a- 
vowedly, with the Intention of breaking them; 
| and 
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(32 ) 


and endeavoured to propagate an Opinion, That 
it was lawful to take an Oath to an Uſurper, as 
to a Highwayman, and to break it again as ſoon 
as there was an Opportunity of doing it ſafely, 
This vile and impious Doctrine had they the 
Face to put upon you: An Opinion which 
would ſoon extinguiſh all Faith and 'Truſt among 


. 


Men! And I could never hear of any Text 


they brought to ſupport it, unleſs it were the 
famous Couplet of Hudibras : 2 


He that impoſes an Oath breaks it, 
Not he that for Convenience takes it. 


A Sentiment which that ludicrous Author be- 


ſtows upon one whom he always takes care to 
expoſe for an abandon'd Villain, conceal'd un- 
der the ſanctified Cloak of Religion. And this 


noble Sentence he puts in his mouth, as the ab- 


ſurdeſt Piece of Sophiſtry he could contrive for 
him. And this is the great Authority upon 
which alone, for ought that I can find, this in- 
famous Doctrine is built. 3 

| Theſe Men indeed prudently left off declaim- 
ing for Paſſive Obedience, becauſe they felt the 
Argument might now be turned too ſtrongly on 
themſelves. Nor could they have drawn any Ad- 


vantage to their ſeditious Deſigns, had they be- 


come Proſelytes tothe Doctrine of Reſiſtance: For 
they had not now ſo much as a Pretence to ſay, 
that any Law was violated, any Right abridg d, 
any thing done contrary to the ſtricteſt Senſe in 
which the Coronation Oath, or the Bills of 


Right, or of Settlement, could be conſtrued, 


to give them the leaſt Provocation to reſiſt. 


The Pretence, with which theſe falſe Friends 


now endeayour d to bling you, and draw you 1n 


to. 
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(33) 
to aſſiſt in their Deſigns, was the Danger of the 
Church. 'This had been the Cry ever ſince the 
Revolution, and had been always applied as oc- 
caſion offer d. There was no kind of Ground ever 
pretended for it, but the Toleration which was 
eſtabliſh'd, and the Comprehenſion which had 
been propos d: For I believe they ſcarce had 
the Impudence to give for an Argument of the 
Church's Danger the Struggle between che Up- 
per and Lower Houſe of Convocation; which 
was in effect no other, than whether the Conſti- 
tution of our Church- Government ſhould re- 


main Epiſcopal, or become in ſome degree Preſ— 


byterian. _ . 

But the Toleration and Comprehenſion were 
more plauſible 'Topicks. They conceal'd from 
you, that both thoſe things of ſuch dreadful 


Sound were firſt propoſed in the Houſe of 


Lords by the eight Nonjuring Biſhops, who 


moved for Bills to eſtabliſh "Toleration and 
Comprehenſion, without ſo much as mentioning 
the conſulting the Convocation about it. 
The Toleration indeed paſt, being look'd 
upon as a Right of Mankind, and what there- 
fore fell directly under the Cognizance of the 
Legiſlature. The Comprehenſion was referv'd till 
theOpinion of the Convocation was ask'd. And, 
they not approving it, it was laid wholly aſide. 
So great a Regard was there paid to the Clergy, 


at the very time, that the Government was 


traduced as deſigning to oppreſs them. And 
this Deſign of Comprehenſion, for which the beſt 
Men of our Church have always expreſs'd a 
moſt ardent Deſire, was repreſented to you by 
theſe artificial Men as certain Deſtruction to the 


Church ; as if it had been a Reproach to a Pro- 
E. | teſtant 
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( 34 ) 
teſtantChurchto own they had ſome things among 
em that might be better order'd, orhad beenRuin 
to them to alter any thing. And Toleration, 
tho* agreeable to Reaſon, and to the Spirit of 
our Holy Religion, and the only Way to extin- 
guiſh thoſe Animoſities and Heats, which have 
once overturn'd, and may again overturn our 
Church, has been ſhewn to you 1n ſuch a Light 
as to perſuade you that the Intention of it was 
only to undermine the Church, which it was 
chiefly meant to preſerve. And this theſe Men 
have had the Aſſurance to affirm, notwithſtand- 
ing that it is moſt viſible to all the World, that 
the Church has had greater quiet ſince this Bill 
paſs'd than ever it had before : And that every 
Attempt to break in upon it, (ſuch as the Bills 
againſt Occaſional Conformity, and againſt 
Schiſm, that paſs'd in the end of the Jate 
Queen's Reign) has only ſerv'd to raiſe a new 


Flame againſt the Church, and to fortify the Diſ- 


ſenting Party. | 


But, if you will but recolle& at what times 


they were moſt aſſiduous in ſpreading ſuchJealou- | 


fies among you, you will eaſily diſcern with what 
Deſign they ſpread them. The Church, if you re- 


member, was ever moſt in Danger, when the 


Nation was moſt glorious by Victories abroad, 
when itsLiberty was moſt likely to be ſettled on 
a laſting Foot, when the Succeſſion of the Crown 
was fix d in a Proteſtant Line, when we were to 


be for ever ſecur d from all the Attempts of the | 


PopiſhIntereſt,and when the late King of France, 
the Head of that Intereſt, was ſo humbled, that 
he was forc'd to ſue to us for Peace. In ſhort, 
when the Nation was glorious and ſafe, when 


the Proteſtant Religion was ſecur'd and ſtreng- 


then'd; 


m 
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(35 ) 
then'd, then the Church was in the greateſt Pe- 
ril. On the other hand, when we ſquander'd 
away the Fruits of our Victories, when we be- 
came contemptible abroad, and feeble at home, 
when there was a viſible Danger of the Pre- 
tender's intruding himſelf into the Throne, and 
of being well ſupported in his Attempts, then 
the Church was flouriſhing and ſecure. That 


is, when Popery was coming juſt upon us, our 


Proteſtant Church was moſt likely to be happy. 
Theſe are the things which theſe modeſt 


Men have been all along impoſing upon you. 


I could not have believ'd indeed, if this preſent 


Conſpiracy had not undeniably prov'd it to me, 


that theſe Men really meant, or could even have 
born the thoughts of reſtoring Popery. I ſhould 


have thought it Weakneſs or Heedleſſneſs that 
made them exert themſelves againſt all the Prin- 


ciples of Proteſtantiſm, and ſtudy to exaſperate 
you againſt thoſe who maintain'd and defended 
conſiſtently thoſe Principles, and to propagate 
the worſt of the Do&rines of the Church of 
Rome, which tend the moſt to. the enſlaving the 
Souls of Men Or I ſhould have thought it per- 
haps an Ambition in them to poſſeſs ſome ſuch 


Power here at home, as they ſaw enjoy'd by 


the Popiſh Clergy abroad : But never, that they 


ſhould reſolve on Popery itſelf, if I had not ſeen 


in what Deſigns they have engaged themſelves, 
to reſtore a Bigot, govern'd by the Jeſuits, 
who will not even pay the Tribute of Hypo- 
criſy to our Religion, The Honeſter Man in- 
deed he may be, for ought I know : But the 
more dangerous, it he ſhould ſucceed. For 
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what is more to be fear'd than Sincerity and 
Firmneſs in ſuch Principles, as are deſtructive, 
not only of all true Religion, but even of com- 


mon Humanity, as well as of common Senſe? 


Yet this is the Man theſe treacherous Friends 
would bring us, a Free Proteſtant People, un- 


der. And to this end it appears, that all 


their Artifices have been directed: To pre- 
pare the way for Him, and his Religion: To 
ſoften the Averſion of the People to Popery, 
by making them believe the Doctrines of our 
Church are not ſo very diſtant from it as 1s 
imagin'd : And to ſow the Seeds of an Aver- 
ſion to the Proteſtant Religion, by firſt diſ- 
figuring it, and then abuſing it, and expoſing 
It to Contempt: In ſhort, by perſuading the 
People that Proteſtantiſm and Popery are ſo 


near to one another, that the Step from the one 


to the other, when it was to be required, would 
be imperceptible. 


This is the Precipice to which theſe infa- 
mous Men have been for near thirtv Years ſtu- 
dying to draw you. This is the End for which 
they have put in practice every Art of Deceit ; 
for which they have forſworn themſelves, and 
tried to prevail on you to follow them in their 
Perjury ; for which all their ſpecious Zeal 
for the Church has been lighted up ; and for 
which they have been always impoſing on you 
with vain Hopes, and deceiving you with lying 
Stories: To perſuade you to ſuffer yourſelves 


to be tamely bound, and blinded, and then de- 


liver'd up as Victims at the Altars of Super- 
| ſtition 
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ſtition and Cruelty, where you would have been 
more deſpiſed for your Credulity, than pitied 
for your Mix. 


Theſe are the Men who have call'd them- 
ſelves, and, which is worſe, have prevail'd on 
ou to call them, your Friends ; but who, 
while they have talk'd moſt loudly of You, and 
of Your Intereſts, it's now plain, have all the 
while meant only themſelves, and have been try- 
ing to ſatisfy their own inſatiable Ambition. 


BUT I will turn your View to a much 
better kind of Men, who have always, I verily 


believe, been your ſincere Friends, and meant 


to ſerve you moſt faithfully ; but who have un- 
happily been miſ-led and deceiv'd by theſe 
treacherous Men, as well as they have been 
rhe undeſigning Inſtruments of promoting their 
Ends for them. | 


I would willingly draw a Vail over the Con- 


duct of theſe honeſter Men, and forgive the ill 


Effects of their Errors to the Innocence of 
their Intentions, if I could do it without con- 
cealing from you what may be uſeful for your 
Information, and may help to direct you better 
for the future. | | 


And I muſt obſerve to you, that the Poiſon 
which has been moſt induſtriouſly ſpread among 
you, could never have inſinuated itſelf, if it 
had not come with the advantage of the un- 
blameable Characters of theſe Men, who were 
made the Inſtruments of diſperſing it, without 
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in order to retain that 
could not think of parting with, and yet could 
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knowing themſelves (I am perſuaded) what 
uſe others were making of them, or what Ends 


were promoted by the things that they were do- 
ing with a quite different view. 


The miſchief which has been done by their 


means, has been chiefly by their being them 


ſelves poſleſs'd with, and propagating among 
thoſe whom they had Credit with, theſe four 
things : A Zeal againſt Toleration, againſt Com- 


prehenſion, an Opinion of the Danger of the 


Church, and of the Unlaw fulneſs of Reſiſtance 
in any caſe or on any account whatſoever. By 
theſe. Sentiments have they help'd to enflame 
this Nation, and almoſt to conſume it, EY 


I hope they have been deceiv'd in theſe 
things themſelves. For I am not willing to let 


myſelf even ſuſpe&, that they have ever gone 


further than their Conviction ; or that they 


have ſubmitted ä be made Tools of, 
pularity, which they 


not retain without going along with the common 
Prejudice, which ran too ſtrong to be ſafely with- 
ſtood. But whatever was the Cauſe that miſ- 
led them, whether an Eaſineſs to be impoſed 
upon, or too fond a Deſire of being the Fa- 
vourites of the People, I am ſure in either caſe 


they are not fit to be follow'd by you any 
longer as Guides in theſe matters. 


Nay, I 
have that Confidence in their: Candour and Sin- 


cerity, that I am perſuade 
of their paſt Errors, that they will diſclaim 


any ſuch Pretence, and deſire you not to truſt 
them 


hey are ſo ſenſible 


(01. 


them blindfold again, as you have done here- 
tofore. This would be the Behaviour of truly 
worthy Men on ſuch an occaſion. And I can't 


doubt but it will be theirs. 


BUT there is a Third Sort of Men, who 
have been the Objects of your Jealouſy, who 
have been generally traduced as Betrayers of 
the Church, and of your Intereſts ; but who 
have always forewarn'd you of what you ſee 
has at laſt come to paſs, who ſaw through the 
Diſguiſe of your Enemies, and who upon that 
very account have been long the Butt of their 
moſt inveterate Malice. And yet theſe Men | 
prove at length your rrueſt Friends, and your 
wiſeſt Adviſers. They have not flatter'd you, 
nor ſought to pleaſe you at your own colt. 
They have, like faithful Friends, prefer'd your 
Intereſt to your Friendſhip : Nay, have been 
labouring to preſerve you, while they were re- 
viled and abuſed for their pains. They have 
been always for Gentleneſs to Diſſenters, for 
yielding up Trifles, and amending what was 
wrong, that we might be a Church without 
blemiſh. They have been for preſerving Reli- 
gion, in the true way in which only it will be 
preſerv'd, by Strength of Argument and xX. 
emplarineſs of Life, and for maintaining Liber- | 
ty, which is the ſingle way to keep out Licen- 
tiouſneſs. (This may ſeem a Paradox. But 
look round the World, and obſerve wherever 
Liberty is driven our, whether Licentiouſneſs 
and Libertiniſm does not riſe up, and take its 
place.) Theſe Gentlemen, as they have always 


preſerved the Church by being themſelves rhe 
. =O 
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Ornament of it, and ſerving to cover whatever 
might otherwiſe expoſe it to Diſgrace, ſo like- 
wiſe would they excite You to ſuch a Conduct, 
as would effectually remove all Diſgrace from 
it, and render it lovely in the eyes of all tage 
World. They would perſuade you, if you 
would liſten to their Advice, to be both 
Preachers and Practiſers of Peace and Good- 
Nature, of Vertue and Piety, of Prudence and 
Moderation; and would for ever filence and 
diſcountenance thoſe rude Clamours which di- 
turb the ears of all good and wiſe Men. 4 
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But I ſhall ſay no more of theſe Perſons; © 
becauſe I think it of much more conſequence to 
warn you againſt being ſeduced by ill Guides, 
than to recommend you to good ones: For, as 
you are yourſelves the Guides of the People, 
ſo I ſee no reaſon why you ſhould give up your 
Judgments into any one's keeping, and ſhould 
not rather boldly judge righteous Judgment 
yourſelves. I proceed, | 
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III. TO LET you know the Charge that 
is laid againſt us. 
And becauſe this is to me a moſt unaccepta- 
ble Work, I ſhall go over it as faſt as I can, 
without either concealing from you any material 
thing that is ſaid againſt you, where there has 
been any ſort of colour for it, or aggravating the 
Charge, by mentioning needleſly any Accuſa- 
tions that have had no ground at all given for 
them, but have been only malicious Slanders 
againſt you. ä 7 
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1. In the firſt place, we are charg'd as Ene- 
mies to the Liberty of our Country, and as the 
Preachers up of laviſh and tyrannical Doctrines. 
'This Conſequence is drawn from ſome among 
us preaching up Paſſive-Obedience, and the 


Unlawfulneſs of Reſiſtance in any caſe what- 


ſoever ; and from the Ill Humour many of us 
have expreſs'd at the Revolution, which all the 
World muſt ſee was to this Nation the Preſer- 
vation of Liberty, and of every thing valuable 
in Life. The Eaſineſs which I fear too many 
of us have ſhewn to catch. at and ſpread every 


fooliſh or {landerous Story, every malicious In- 


ſinuation to blacken the preſent King, and to 
ſhake the Proteſtant Succeſſion, has confirm'd 
the World in this Opinion of us; and made 
that the Truth of this Charge ſeems to be now 
almoſt taken for granted by every body. 


2. It's ſaid, we are Enemies to Toleration, 
and look always with an evil Eye on the Acts of 
Parliament which ſeeure it. This is a heavy 
Charge, repreſenting us very unlike our Maſter 


Chriſt Jeſus, who was the mildeſt of Men, who 


told his Diſciples that they ſhould be perſecuted, 


but never that they ſhould perſecute: So far 


from it, that they were not even to revenge In- 
juries done them, but to reward Evil with 
Good: Much leſs were they to injure others, 
Who give them no otter Provocation than the 


differing from them in Opinion, which perhaps 


they cannot help. So many of us declaring 
ourſelves with violence againſt this Toleration, 


18 


(42) 
is in danger as long as this Act is in force, 
binds this Charge too cloſe upon us, for it to be 
ſhaken off by us any other way chan by openly 
2 it in all our Diſcourſes. 


734 We are il (likewiſe to be averſe from 
any Comprehenſion, or amending any thing 
that may be amiſs among us, or may offend 


others. It is infer'd from this, that we can- 


not be much in earneſt about Religion; ſince, 
if we were, we could never think, ſoy they, 
that every thing was perfect among us, and in- 
capable of receiving any Alteration for the 
better, ar at leaſt of being chang d vithout 
any damage. This does not look like a Zeal 
that is according ito the Knowledge we are pre- 
ſum'd to have; and therefore breeds been 
I am unwilling to repeat again to Po. 


1999 Vd 142! 


We are accuſed of being * — 


ſeditious. This Charge is founded on the daily 
Accounts ſent up from all quarters of the Na- 
tion of the violent. Sermons. preach'd againſt the 


preſeut Government. The Pulpit ſeems to be 


grown a perfect Roftrum, from which the Peo- 
are not now inſtructed in their. Religion, 


| bur only, inflamed in their Politicks ; and, in- 


ſtead of learning from thence: Peace and Bro- 

therly Love, hear too often nothing but Inci- 

tiwes: to hate and Gevour: one another. 
„ 

5 18. 1 to our door that we are ** 
el The extravagant things that have been 
ſaid of our Authority, and of the Dignity of our 
C haracter and CR and have been entertain'd 
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(643) 
by ſome weak and vain Men among us with a kind 
of pleaſure, has given riſe to this Charge: Such 
as calling the Biſhops Spiritual Princes, ſaying 
God was bound by our Cenſures, that we could 
abſolve Mens Sins or retain them as we pleas d, 
and many other wild Notions of the ſame ſtamp; 


which are the Wounds of a Friend, and tlie 


moſt dangerous of any. 'Fheſe things, whick 
have been borrow'd from ſome figurative and 
innocent Expreſſions of the antient Church- 
Writers, being ſtrain'd to a Senſe they never 
were meant in, have both prevented the ſettling 
ſuch true and primitive Church-Diſcipline a- 
mong us, as is to be wiſh'd for by all good 
Men; and has made the World ſuſpicious of 
us, as if we were attempting once more to 


make ourſelves Lords and Maſters of the Souls 


and Bodies of Men: Which is a Yoke, you 
may be ſure, thoſe who can look back upon the 
great Tribulat ions that the true Chriſtians ſuf- 


ter'd from an elated: Clergy in the Ages of Po- 


pery, from about the eighth to the ſixteenth 
Century, will never patiently ſuffer to be again 
impoſed upon their Necks. And there is no- 
thing can make us ſo odious to the Nation. as 
the Apprehenſion that we have any ſuch De- 
ſigus in our heads. 1 1 


6. We are accuſed as having either» no Con- 


cern about Religion, or as being ready and wil- 


ling to embrace Popery. The Ground of this 
Charge is the Affection which ſome of our num 
ber viſibly and openly expreſs for the Preten- 


der. The natural Conſtruction of this, (# it 


be true,) I muſt needs confeſs, is, that we either 
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care not what Changes are made in Religion, 
or that we are deſirous again to return to Po- 


pery. We are not, and cannot be believ'd fo. 


ſtupid or ſo ignorant, as not to know that a Popiſh 
Prince can never be tied by any Oaths or Promiſes 
to preſerve a Proteſtant Church. We have the 
freſh Inſtance in all our Memories of the late 
King James, who ſcrupled not to take the Co- 
ronation- Oath, which required him to preſerve 


-the Laws and Liberties of his People, yet never 


expreſs d the leaſt Scruple at breaking it, but 
rather ſeemd to ſcruple the keeping ir, and 


was going on as faſt as he could to force Popery 
upon us in defiance of it. And, it is well 


known, this very Pretender, who aſpires to our 
Throne, is himſelf a moſt determin'd Bigot : 


So much, that, when he was laſt in Scotland, his 


Adviſers and Counſellors could not prevail on 


him, by all the Arguments of Prudence, to ſhow 


but the leaſt countenance to the Proteſtant Re- 
ligion, Whether this be real Superſtition in 
him, or only that he reckons his ſureſt Depen- 
dence 1s on the Popiſh Powers abroad, I won't 
pretend to determine. But whichever is the 
reaſon, they muſt prove equally fatal to the 
Proteſtant Religion among us, if for our Sins 
he ſhould ever come to the. Throne of this 
Kingdom : (Which God forbid he ever ſhould !) 
And our declaring for him can bear no other 
Senſe to any rational Man, than that 'we are 
ready to be, or already are in our hearts, Pa- 
piſts: For it will not eaſily be believed, that we 


have a mind to ſuffer Perſecution for our Faith, 


and are ſo immoderately zealous to bring upon 
ourſelves what we muſt know will be imme; 
TY diate 


LES... 
diate and certain Miſery, it we are firmly re- 
ſoly'd not to forſake our Religion. 


7. 'The laſt Charge upon us that I ſhall men- 
tion, is, 'That we have no regard to Oaths ; 
but teach Men, and encourage them by our 


Example, to take them, in order, and with a 


| deſign to break them. This indeed is the hea- 
vieſt Charge of all ; and would repreſent us as 
the moſt abandon'd of Men. Bur I for my 
part cannot believe any of us can be in any de- 
gree guilty of it, or at leaſt but very few : Tho 
I wiſh our Silence on this head had not given 
too much ground to make the World think we 
approv'd of this deteſtable Doctrine, or at leaſt 
were glad to let it paſs unoppoſed. In Us, 
who are the Preachers of Truth, not to 


withſtand ſuch horrid Opinions, is to eſtabliſh 


them. It is certainly true Doctrine, That a 
Man who has unhappily taken an Oath to do 
an Evil Thing, is not only not obliged to do that 
Evil, but is on the contrary obliged not to do 
it. But then he who takes an Oath, and at 
the ſame time knows he does not intend to keep 
it, or that it is unlawful for him to keep it, is 
guilty of a moſt horrible Profanation of God's 
holy Name. I ſhall not enquire, it this be pro- 
perly Perjury : For that is but a Queſtion a- 
bout Words. It is of little conſequence by 
what name you call the Crime, if it is own'd tobe 
a Crime. But then in our Caſe, where an Oath 
carries a double Obligation in it; firſt, not to 


oppoſe, and then to aſſiſt our Sovereign to 


whom we ſwear Allegiance, (as it is in the 
Qaths that we take :) Tho' we may think it 
| un- 
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unlawful to aſſiſt one whom we reckon. an 


Ulurper, ſure it can't be call'd by any one a 


Sin not to oppoſe him. I believe no Caſuiſt in 


the world ever taught, that it was the Duty of 


Subjects to riſe in Arms to acquire to a Prince 
his Right to a Crown, ſuppoſe it ever ſo juſt; 
or that it was unlawtul to ſubmit to another 
Prince, let him be ever ſo much an Uſurper. 
Neither the Laws of God nor Man fay this. 
Then ſurely, if our Oath imports that we ſhall 
ſubmit to, as well as that we ſhall aſſiſt the Per- 
ſon to whom we ſwear Fealty ; tho? it be allow'd, 
that we oughr not to obſerve that part of our 
Oath which requires us to aſſiſt that Perſon, 
provided we in our Conſcience think it unjuſt 
to do it, yet we certainly ought to obſerve 


that part of our Oath, which requires us to 
ſubmit to him, and not to plot or rebel againſt, 


him: For this Forbearance is by no Law Divine 
or Human prohibited, let him to whom we ſwear 
be ever ſo much an Uſurper, and have ever ſo 
bad a Title: Becauſe this Obligation remains 


entirely untouch'd : And conſequently here the 


Oath we have taken muſt bind us: An Oath 
always obliging, as far as it can be obſerv'd 
without doing what is in itſelf unlawful. 


This, Gentlemen, is the Charge againſt us. 
And it is a Charge, which, it it be made good 
againſt us, I am atraid will fink our Credit 
entirely in the Nation. For tho' we fee a great 
deal of Zeal (of popular Fury, I ſhould rather 
call it) ſtirring in our favour, I hope we are 
wiſer than to truſt to it: For all People, but 
moſt of any the People of this Ifland, we know, 
| | are 
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are very fickle; and, when they change, grow 
as violent one way, as they were the other. And 
'things will have their natural Effect. Wicked- 
neſs and Perfidy will, at the long run, fall in- 
to Diſrepute. When all Men come to ſpeak 
Evil of us, if it be falſely, our Innocence will 
be our Support: But if it be truly, we ſhall 
ſink under the Load of Guilt. And even the 
good Men among us will ſuffer in the Crowd. 
Therefore all our true Friends, thoſe who ſin- 
cerely wiſh us well, and wiſh well to Religion, 
of which we are the Profeſſors and Teachers, 
hope that we will take the Alarm in time, and 
guard againſt the Danger, not by Clamour or 
Force, (for that will not defend us long,) but 
by effectually convincing the World, That, if we 
have ſeem'd to favour thoſe vile Deſigns which 
are laid to our charge, it has been thro' the De- 
luſion of thoſe whom we have liſten'd to, and 
our Ignorance of their true Intentions ; and like- 
wiſe by exerting ourſelves vigorouſly againſt 
them for the future, now that they are become 
ſo open, that we cannot but perceive them. 


IV. I ſhall therefore under my laſt Head, as 
J told you, offer you ſuch Advice, as I have 
been able to gather from the Sentiments of the 
wiſeſt and beſt Men among us; who, I dare 
fay, have no other view than your Honour and 
true Intereſt, as it is joined with the Honour 
and Intereſts of Religion. ; 

H ' I ſhall not pretend to offer you ſuch Advice as 

relates to your private Life and Converſation, or to 

the doing the Duty of your Functions faithfully 
| in 
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in your ſeveral Cures : (Tho' J muſt ſay thus 
much, that theſe are the main Grounds on which 
your Credit and Reſpe& in the Nation muſt be 
eſtabliſh'd, every other Bottom, that it may 
ſeem to reſt on, being but a ſandy Foundation, 
unable to bear it up long: ) But I ſhall not of- 
fer you any Advice in theſe Points, I ſay; be- 
cauſe I preſume you are already diſpos'd- to do 
what becomes you on that Head, without want- 
ing any one to excite you to it. I ſhall only 
ſpeak to you on thole Actions of yours, which 
regard the publick Peace and Safety. 


You ſee the People are diſpos'd enough to pay 
us Reſpe&, even where there is no great Merit 
to call for it. Our very Habit and Character 


they are willing to reverence. But how much 


greater would that Regard be, if we behav'd 
ourſelves in ſuch a manner as to deſerve it, nay 
to have it forc'd upon us whether we would or 
no, which would certainly be the Caſe if we 
did what we ought to do? | 


This is the only ſolid Reſpe&. The other is 
but empty Froth, which, e'er you are aware, 
will melt away from you, you know not how. 
Now to obtain this ſolid Eſteem and Regard, 
you muſt, beſides your private Vertues, 


1. Show to all the World, that you are Friends 
to the Liberty and the Happineſs of your Coun- 
try: For, if you are thought not to be ſo, you 
muſt not wonder, if thoſe who are zealous for the 
Intereſt of their Country become your Enemies, 
and grow jealous of every thing you do. The 

| ; way 
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( 49 ) 
way to convince the World of this, is to be no 
longer ſullen and ſilent upon the Head of the 
Revolution, and yet much leſs to be zealous and 
warm againſt it. The laviſh Conduct of the 
Clergy during King Charles the Second's Reign 
had infallibly prov'd their Ruin at the Revolu- 
tion, if the bright Characters of ſome, who had 
ſtood firm in the Day of Trial, had not pre- 
ſerv'd them. This is the Nature of 'Things. And 
this Event may be look'd for on all great Com- 
motions and Changes that happen in the State. 
And therefore if you are not careful to ſatisfy 
the Nation that you are really for maintaining 
the Revolution, and the preſent Settlement 
which is the Conſequence of it, you may ex- 
pet to meet with this Fate ſooner or later. 
Can you hope to enjoy plentiful Incomes and 
Revenues, and to poſleſs ſuch a large Share in the 
Property of the Nation, and this not your own, 
or What you were born to, but given you freely 
by the Publick, and yet to be known of a Diſpo- 
ſition ready to betray your Country that has been 
ſo generous to you, and to fell it into the hands 
of Arbitrary Power > This Patient People 
may bear with ſuch a Conduct for a while. 
Bur depend upon it, their Rage will break out 
but the fiercer for it, when once it kindles. 
This Fidelity to your Country is expected from 
you, and will be look'd on as a Token that you 


are Lovers of Mankind, and not only of Your- 


ſelves : True Shepherds, and not Wolves. 


2. Show a Chriſtian Spirit to all that differ from 
you in Opinion, and a Readineſs to be better 


inform'd — is nothing that gives a 


worſe 
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worſe Impreſſion of any one, than to be fierce 
and intractable in his Opinions, and to allow 
to no one elſe the Freedom which he takes to 
himſelf. And it appears yet the worſe in Us, 


becauſe it is moſt contrary to that Gentleneſs 


and Candor which we are continually preaching 
to the People on all other Occaſions. Will any 
one be ſo impos'd upon, as to believe that it can 


be Religion which inſpires us with a Temper 


ſo oppoſite to the End of Religion, and to the 
plaineſt Doctrines of it? No certainly. 


But, if we would gain the Eſteem of wiſe and 
good Men, we ſhould ſhew that calm and ſe- 


date Temper which becomes the 'Teachers and 
Profeſſors of Truth; and ſuch Tenderneſs and 
Compaſſion for thoſe whom we apprehend to be 
in fatal Miſtakes, as may plainly appear a Concern 


for Them, and not the Pride and Impatience of 
our own Hearts, which is not at all a likely 


way to reclaim thoſe who are in the wrong. 


And as for thoſe who differ from us only in 


Matters of ſmall Importance, we ſhould main- 
tain ſuch Moderation, as may put them in the 
wrong, if they are violent againſt That, which 
we ſhow ourſelves too wiſe to be violent for. 
Heat and Paſſion may hurt ourſelves, both in 
ſpoiling the 'Temper of our own Minds, and 
in expoſing us to the Contempt or Reſentment 
of others, but never will have any good Effect 
towards reclaiming thoſe who oppoſe us wrong- 
fully; on the contrary, will ſharpen the Edge 
of their Oppoſition. Whereas Mildneſs, and 
Patience, and Condeſcenſion for others, carries 
a Superiority in it, which muſt always turn to 
our Advantage, even tho' we were in the 


wrong. 
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wrong. You ſhould likewiſe ſhow a readineſs to 


hear Reaſon, to weigh whar 1s ſaid againſt you. 
For to declare before-hand you will hear no- 
thing, ſhews either that you are conſcious you 
have a bad Cauſe that will not bear to be ſifted, 
or that, if you have a good one, you don't 


know that it is ſo. I do not ſay this, that I 


would have you be always changing and altering - 
things, as every new Fancy would preſcribe. 
I know there could be no end of that. The 
Itch of Novelty is as dangerous as the blind 
Veneration for Antiquity. Certainly the Ad- 
vantage, at firſt ſight, lies on the ſide of Anti- 
quity. And, without very cogent Reaſons, old 


Cuſtoms ought not to be chang'd ; becauſe the 


People are always apt to be offended at it, and 
to think that what is alter'd is of greater Con- 
ſequence than perhaps really it is. But then 


will any one have ſo little regard to Truth or 


his own Character, as to affirm that any hu- 
man Conſtitution is without Spot or Mrinkle? It 
is indeed the End of the Chriſtian Religion, to 
render Mankind a Body without Spot or Wrinkle, 
fit to be preſented to Almighty God. But 1 
doubt we ſhall not find, upon examination, that 
this End has ever yet been compleated. And I 
am ſure it is not to be brought about by de- 
claring before-hand, that every thing is perfect, 
and incapable of Amendment. I may apply 
here what Quintilian (it I remember right) ſays 
of Oratory : Credo quam plurimos ad veram ſcien- 
tram perventuros, niſi ſe jam perveniſſe credidiſſeat, 
Many Churches, I may ſay, would probably 
have arrived at Purity and Perfection, if they 
© had net thought they were already perfect.“ 
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3. Don't graſp at more Power than is allow'd 
you by the Laws: But uſe what you have 
wiſely, and to edification. There is nothing 
that Mankind is more averſe to than Uſur- 


pation. And perhaps the Senſe of the inſup- 
portable Uſurpations of the Clergy in the 


Times of Popery has made the People in Pro- 
teſtant Countries too jealous of their Clergy, 
ſo as not even to allow them to exerciſe thoſe 


Powers which were practis'd in the firſt and 


pureſt Ages of Chriſtianity, and which ſeem 
requiſite to the maintaining outward Order and 


Decency in the Church. I ſhall not deſcend 
to Particulars, You cannot be ignorant of 


what I mean. But even here you ought to 


give way to this (I cannot but ſay in ſome 


meaſure juſt) Apprehenſion of the People. Uſe 
the Power you have left you by our Laws 
wiſely and diſcreetly. And that is the way to 
have more entruſted with you : I mean by more, 
as much as is for the Edification of the Church 


that you ſhould have; for more than That I ne- 


ver wiſh (and I hope you never wiſh) to ſee 
entruſted with you. But the way to have this 
Power ventur'd in your keeping 1s not to ſeem 
impatient under the want of it. For it isa 
Maxim that pretty generally obtains, and I be- 
heve very juſtly, That no one is fit to be in- 
veſted with Power who ſeems to deſire it. For, 
to one Who intends to make a good Ule of 
ir, Power is really but a Burden : And to one 


Who does not, it ought not to be committed. 


4. Take 
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4. Take great care that you do not let Party- 
Zeal prevail upon you to ſlacken the Princi- 
ples of Vertue and Religion. It has much 
weakened the Regard of the People for their 
Clergy, that it has been imputed to their Be- 
haviour, that Seditions and Tumults have been 
raisꝰd under the colour of Zeal for the Church; 
and that Men have been encourag'd, nay ani- 
mated, to go beyond all Bounds of human and 
divine Laws, to injure thoſe who differ'd from 
them in any the ſmalleſt Points of Religion. Sure 
there cannot be a heavier Imputation than this, 
that the Preachers-of the Goſpel teach Men to 
break the Rules of it. It ſhould be your par- 
ticular Care therefore, if you deſire to recover 
the Credit you ſeem to have loſt, ro clear your- 
ſelves from this Imputation, and to be very 
aſſiduous in preaching up Peace and Friendli- 
neſs and good Neighbourhood, and to exhort 
your People earneſtly to be quiet, and to mind 
their own Buſineſs. But there is another Point of 
Morality which you are believ'd to have leſſen'd 
Men's Regard to: I mean, the Sacredneſs 
of Oaths. This is the great Tie of human 
Society. And when this comes to be looſen'd, 
I know not what will be left to keep Men to- 
gether by. Lite, Property, the Security of e- 
very thing a Man has, or has a right to, de- 
pends, in a great meaſure, on a molt religious 
Veneration for an Oath. And if this Vene- 
ration is to be remov'd by nice Diſtinctions, 
terch'd from Schoolmen's Cobwebs, Society and 
Government by Law 1s gone : And you will be 
arraign'd as the Subverters of it. You may 
: _ gueſs 
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gueſs what Revenges they who will firſt ſuffer 
by it will be apt to take upon you, when they 
come to be ſenſible of the Loſs, and lay it at 
your door. You ſhould therefore have a ſingu- 
lar Care to preach up to your Flocks the ſtrict 
Obligation of Oaths, upon the Conſideration 
of your worldly Intereſt, as well as of your Duty, 
that this Accuſation (which I would feign be 
enabled to affirm was a mere Aſperſion) may 


be wholly remov'd ; and that even your Silence 


on this Head may not be conſtrued into a Con- 
ſent, or even an Acquieſcence, in that horrid 
and abominable Doctrine. 


5. Meddle in publick Affairs no further 
than your Function calls you naturally to do, 
which is to teach your People their Duty to 
their King and Country. I know, it is impoſ- 
ſible at ſome times for you to diſcharge your 
Dury faithfully, without ſeeming to enter into 
State Affairs: I mean, where the Queſtion is, in 
what manner an honeſt Man, and a good Chri- 
ſtian, is to act on any Emergency. It is your 
Buſineſs to recommend Peace, and Fidelity, and 
the Obſervance of Laws, and all publick Ver- 
tues; Which are things of a mix'd nature, part- 
ly Religious, and partly Political. And, I own 
ro you, I think it is the beſt Service any Man 
can do his Country, to contribute towards ren- 
dering the Magiſtrate more juſt and vigilant, 
the People more faithful and obedient to their 
Jawful Commands, and all Men more 1mmove- 
able in the Love of their Country, and more 
zealous to do their Duty to it in their reſpec- 


tive Stations. But then, to make the Pulpir 
the 
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the Place of News, of Sedition, of inflamma- 
tory Difcourſes, of widening inſtead of healing 
Breaches, is far different from this. The one is 
the Office of a good Paſtor, who looks to all 
the Concerns of his Flock : The other of a 
Thief and a Robber, who climbs into the Fold 
only to deſtroy and to commit ravage. 'This you 
ought to be particularly careful of: For the 
World, as it now ſtands, will never long bear 
with a Clergy that depart from their own proper 
Office, and become Trumpeters of Sedition in- 
ſtead of Heralds of Peace. They may be pleas'd 
with them for a while, whoſe Ends and Purpoſes 
are carried on by them. But depend upon it, that, 
either when thoſe Ends are obtain'd, or if they 
fail, the Contempt you will have been all the 
while gathering by making yourſelves their 
Tools will not fail, but will ſooner or later 
break over your Heads : And thoſe very People, 
whom you have been ſerving in that unbecom- 
ing way, will be as ready as any to caſt the 
Blame on you, and join in running you down 


for it. And they will have this Reaſon for fo 


doing, that they muſt expect, that, when they 
have no further occaſion for your Service them- 
ſelves, they muſt either become your perpetual 
Slaves and Drudges, or that you will be playing 


the ſame Game for others againſt them, that be- 
fore you play'd for them againſt others. So that 
on all Hands, by this kind of Conduct, you run 
the riſque of falling at length under a general 
Contempt and Hatred. Obſerve only the Con- 
duct of thoſe great Men of our Body, who be- 


ö fore the Revolution withſtood Popery. They 
did nor uſe Clamours and ſediticus Outeries. 


They 
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They preach d, as became them, againſt the 
Corruptions of Popery; and exhorted their 
Hearers to be firm to the Truth, whatever Suf- 
ferings might threaten them. But they ſaid 
nothing to revile Magiſtrates. They ſpoke with 
Modeſty and Decency, and left things to work 
out themſelves. And even when it became vi- 
ſible, that we were forc'd to the Dilemma, of 
either riſing up in Arms to defend our Reli- 


gious and Civil Rights, or caſting them away 


and giving them up for ever; they had, I ſay, 
even then ſuch a regard to the Decency of their 
Characters, that they rather conſented to what 
was done, than were themſelves the firſt Movers 
and Exciters of it. This brave, and at the ſame 


time modeſt, Conduct of the wiſer Men among 


the Clergy, preſerv'd the whole Body from thoſe 
Reſentments which the indiſcreet and unchri- 
tian Zeal of others of them, in favour of Ar- 
bitrary and Popiſh Deſigns in the former Reigns, 
would otherwiſe very probably have drawn 
down upon them. But, when a People enjoy 
all the Liberty and Happineſs their Hearts can 
deſire, as we viſibly do at preſent, for a Clergy 
to be found Promoters of Rebellions and Con- 
ſpiracies, no one can imagine for what reaſon, 
muſt end in drawing on them ſuch Revenges, 
as it is natural for a People provok'd and in- 
cens'd to the uttermoſt to take, when they 
come to perceive to what a Slaughter-houſe 


their Paſtors have been leading them. 


6. The only way by which you can wipe 
away the Charge of favouring Popery, of being 


ready to change your Religion, and indeed of 


having 
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no regard to ed, py at all, but 

only to y6ur worldly Inrereft' and Advantage? 
is to ſhow yourſelves zealous for the preſent 
Government. For think what you pleaſe, you 
will never perſuade People, by any Colours you 
can lay on, to believe that true Proteſtants 
can be for having a Popiſh/ King to reign over 
| them. They may not, in times of Heat and 
Confuſion, perceive the Cotitradiftion. But 
| when thoſe Times ceaſe, and Men come to 
| themſelves, and have leiſure to' conſider, they, 
| will ſoon diſcern the Abſurdity, and will hold 
| you in the urmoſt Contempt and Averſion if you 
are guilty of it. Ido not mean by giving you 
this Advice, that you ſhould be always flattering 
and crying up the Adminiſtration. This is no 
more our Buſineſs, than to cry it down: For I 
doubt we are not always inform'd of State Mat- 
ters well enough to be very proper Judges in 
them. And to ſpeak of any thing without Kao 
7 ledge, always expoſes the Speakers to Deriſion. 
Indeed I ſhould think it inexcuſable in any Cler- 
| gyman to preach (as they call it) for the Govern- 
ment, and ſay ſuch things as they have been 
| forc'd to ſay ſometimes in favour of thoſe at the 
Helm, if it were not for the virulent Diſcourſes 
) againſt them, by which the People have been 
almoſt weekly ſtirr'd up to Rebellion ſome- 
v here or other: Which has made it in a man- 
ner neceſſary for honeſter Men, who were 
really concern'd for their Country, in oppoſi- 
tion to ſuch Movers of Sedition, to ſpeak in a 
way that they can't but wiſh there was no oc- 
ation for, and to meddle with things that 
lie without their * Sphere. But all * 
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make them obſerve that we are govern'd by 
Laws, that every Law is made (as by our Con- 


ſtitution it ought to be) by the proper Legiſla- 


tive Power in King, Lords, and Commons; 


that every one enjoys peaceably the Share our 
Law and Conſtitution gives him in the Legiſ- 
lature, and is repreſented according to his Pro- 
portion; that every Subject poſſeſſes his Pro- 


perty and all his Rights without the leaſt Diſ- 


turbance, and has his Remedy open at Law, 
if in any thing he thinks himſelf aggriev'd. 
Lou ſhould make them remember, that before 
the happy Revolution it was quite otherwiſe; 
that our Princes, for about 30 Years, had been 
in a conſtant Struggle with their People to 
abridge them of their Rights and Privileges, 
had ſhewn no regard to Parliaments when they 


did not immediately want them to raiſe Mo- 
ney, nor to the Laws, which ought to have 


been their Rule; nay, had taken upon them 
to diſpenſe with our Laws by their own Au- 
thority, without the, Conſent of the Parlia- 
ment, which was really annulling the Law, and 
declaring themſelves Abſolute ; that we muſt 
have been entirely Slaves, if the Prince of 
Orange had not come and reſcued us; and muſt 


have been devour'd, by the cruel and ſangui- | 


nary Church of Rome, if King James had much 
longer rerain'd the Power he had uſurp'd over 
the Law : And that our Preſervation could not 
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haye wy if the Crown had not been ſettled 
in the Proteſtant Line as it is, but had been 
ſuffer'd to revert to any of the Popiſh Heirs. 
And that, if the Pretender ſhould ever come 
to the Throne, we may expect the ſame 
Dangers over again, but not the ſame 
Deliverance. This way of talking will ſatisfy 
the World that you were unjuſtly ſtigmatized 
as Favourers of Popery. I do not deſire you 
to expreſs yourſelves in wrathful and oppro- 
brious Terms of Popery or Papiſts: (That way 
of ſpeaking I can never think becomes Chriſti- 
ans, not even to their cruelleſt Perſecutors :) But 
that you would make your People often refle& 
on the monſtrous Corruptions of Popery, and 
their cruel and barbarous Methods of forcing. 
thoſe Corruptions on Mankind, that fo they 


may be always on their guard againſt a molt 


active and bitter Adverſary. This will be 
the part of good Men, and of vigilant Paſtors. 


7. The laſt Advice, which I ſhall cloſe with, 


is, That you would always take care to go 


upon good Information in whatever you ſay or 


do, and not give yourſelves up blindfold to a 
few arrogant Men, who pretend to be your 


| Leaders, to receive a Cry from them, and eccho 


it round the Nation. There is nothing can 
render you more deſpicable to all Men of 
Senſe, than to ſee you made Tools of by art- 
ful and deſigning Men, to ſer about what per- 
haps they dare not, or are aſham'd to vent 
themſelves. This, however innocent of ill De- 
ſigns you may be in reality, lays you open to 
the Cenſures that are paſs'd upon the Intrigues 
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which you are ignorantly, nay perhaps con- 
trary to your own Senſe of things, made ſub- 
ſervient to. For Men will not be ſo gentle and 
equitable to you, as to ſuppoſe you are im- 
pos'd upon. And indeed if you are, it does 
not wholly excuſe you; becauſe you need nor, 
nay you ought not to propagate what you 
are not well inform'd and ſatisfy d about your- 
ſelves. You, who pretend to teach and in- 
ſtru& others, muſt think it a great Reproach 
to you to be bubbled and deceiv'd yourſelves, 
and to take up Opinions, and to believe Stories, 
and ſpread them again, without being at 


the trouble of making any ſort of enquiry into 


them. Who vill depend upon you in any 
thing, when they ſee you ſo careleſs in chooſing 
the Grounds you go upon? You ought to be 
too Wiſe be led blindfold by others, if you are 


| wiſe enough to lead others. And where you 


cannot come to any Light to conduct you, your 
prudenteſt Method, I ſhould think, would be 
to ſtand ſtill, and hold your peace. 


AND thus I have taken the liberty to 
ſpeak my Mind very fully and very freely to 
you. I do not add my. Name to what I ſay, 
becauſe I think it of no Weight, even tho! it 
were a Name much more conſiderable than I'm 
ſure mine is. And tho' my ſincere Concern for 
your true Intereſt, and the Intereſt of that Re- 
ligion which you are concern'd and oblig'd to 
promote, will not allow me any longer to hold 
my peace, yet the Shame I ſhould have to own 
that I take upon me to give Advice to ſo great 


and ſo learned a Body of Men, forces me to 
| . be 


( 61 ) 
be ſomewhat anxious in concealing who it is 
that ſpeaks to them. But I hope you will 
believe me, when I aſſure you that what I 
have ſaid has been fincerely intended, not to 
upbraid you, or to point out to the World 
what you are not, but to perſuade you to be, 
if you are not already, and to remain, if you 
are, that which will make you eſteem'd by Men 
upon Earth, and rewarded by the great God 
in Heaven. That you may grow the Orna- 
ments of the Church, and the Delight of the 
People, by theſe means, is the conſtant Wiſh, 
and hearty Prayer of | M 


Your moſt Faithful Friend 
And Brother. 
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